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• More babies being born 
prematurely or too small

• More women dying, 
unnecessarily, during 
pregnancy, childbirth, and 
in the postpartum

• More women and girls 
suffering from violence

• More children being 
forced into marriage

• More couples unable to 
have children



Understanding the knowledge gaps

Work to date



Groundwork

• Scoping the evidence and 
highlighting key knowledge gaps



Groundwork –what we found
• Gaps relating to abortion, reproductive cancers and 

contraception use
• Heat and air pollution linked to adverse birth outcomes, 

particularly preterm birth
• Barriers to access to care and worsened economic conditions
• Opportunities for SRHR self-care strategies are underexplored
• Key considerations include a focus on specific methods and 

thematic areas, including applying an intersectionality lens



Building the evidence

• Building consensus and prioritizing research 
areas



What should be prioritized?
• Maternal health topics remain high-ranking
• Impact of climate events on access to critical SRHR 

services (contraception, abortion) was highlighted
• Foundational and applied research were identified as 

important
• Considerations for community perspectives, 

intersectionality, and equity and representation were high
• Vulnerability mapping, integrating climate metrics into 

surveillance, and long-term heat exposure effects



What next?

• Better understanding of the impact of climate change 
on SRHR

• Better understanding of the impact of existing policies 
on communities’ lived experiences

• Improved considerations for climate in WHO 
guidelines on SRHR

• Better understanding of how SRHR may be impacting 
climate



How we aim to address this

Based on a 
global research 
agenda, address 
knowledge gaps 
prioritizing SRHR 
in national plans

Generate 
evidence

Indicators and 
metrics that are 
gender-sensitive 
and rights-based 
to address 
intersectional 
aspects of SRHR

Track 
impact

Products and 
tools to support 
strategies for 
reducing impact 
of climate 
change on SRHR

Evidence-
based 
action



Evidence for action

• Research to explore community experiences in 
adapting to climate change for sexual and 
reproductive health and rights (initiating)

• Considerations for climate in WHO guidance 
(ongoing)
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